CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  25th June 2009.
Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


     
Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Tim Harker





Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr Douglas Micklethwait



David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  Wiltshire Cllr Charles Howard and SPC John Wilding. 
ITEM 1 :   CONFIRM ELECTION OF VICE  CHAIR
1.1
The Chair noted that Cllr Falla had accepted nomination as Vice Chair – the Clerk to arrange for his signature of a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
ITEM 2 :  APOLOGIES :  Cllr Falla (Duty) and Cllr Withers (family commitment)
ITEM 3 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
3.1
Cllr Brown declared an interest in Item 13.1 as an immediate neighbour. Cllr Sykes declared a possible interest in Item 16.

ITEM 4 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES      Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 14th  May 2009 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.
ITEM 5 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Item 5.2 : Members’ entries in Register of Interests.   As requested, the Clerk produced the duplicate register for check by Members and copies of the ‘Notice of Change’ form.  
5.2
Item 13 : 2009/10 Governance Programme/Audit Plan.  The Chair confirmed that he had written to the Internal Auditor advising of extension of his appointment and providing a copy of the programme/plan.

5.3
Item 17 :  Upper Chute Youth Activity Area Community Project   The Clerk reported that Mrs Eve felt that despite all her efforts, there was little sign of sufficient community support to take this forward. She therefore asked if the Council could consider a fall-back or interim action to level the Upper Chute Village Green to improve general play area facilities.  The Chair acknowledged the idea.
5.4
 Item 23.1 :  Mobile Home at ‘Longview’   The Chair noted that the Clerk had obtained formal confirmation from the owners of the licensed status of the sewage facility and the commitment to remove both this and the mobile home as soon as possible following completion of the re-build work.
5.5
Item 23.2 : Litter Picking  The Clerk advised that he still had not been able to obtain ‘litter pickers’ from WC but an alternative approach would be advised under AOB.
ITEM 6 :   REVISED S.Os /ASSOCIATED CODE OF CONDUCT
6.1
Following the practice begun in 2008, the Chair asked all to sign a statement to confirm that they had read and understood these documents.  ( Clerk’s note : to be filed with these minutes once signed by all Members).
ITEM 7 :  TIDWORTH COMMUNITY AREA BOARD - REPORT
7.1
The Chair advised that there had been no further meetings but the next meeting was scheduled for 6th July.  Since he was unable to attend, he called for a volunteer.  Particularly due to the short notice, none felt able to make this commitment. Due to the importance, to be pursued ex –cttee. 
ITEM 8 :  INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS  BY W.C. DIVISIONAL COUNCILLOR 
8.1
Cllr Charles Howard outlined has areas of responsibility: aside from being the Divisional Member for ‘The Collingbournes and Netheravon’ he was a member of the Scrutiny Committee and of the Eastern Area Planning Committee.  He encouraged the Council to approach him with any problems and there followed a useful general discussion of key issues such as road maintenance, traffic speed, recycling and the particular action to be taken with regard to the Parish Council support for the conversion of the temporary TRO on Chute Byways 32/34/26 to permanent status.
ITEM 9 :  APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009
9.1
The Chair noted that the accounts and audit return Sections 1 and 2 had been provided to all Members via e-mail on 22nd April so that they could take part in the audit process as they felt necessary and/or as may be required by the Internal Auditor.  He then opened discussion on the content.  The principal matters are summarised as follows.

9.1.1
Asset Register.   Cllr Harker asked if the well/wellhead at Chute Cadley should be included in the Asset Register.  The Chair advised that, whilst some limited remedial work had been done in the past in the interests of community safety,  the structure did not stand on Parish Council land and was not owned by the Council.

9.1.2
The Annual Governance Statement – Section 2 of the Audit Return   The Chair led a detailed review of the detail of this statement and , given the significant improvements made in-year to codify and tighten up the Governance arrangements,  it was agreed by all that it could safely be completed in the affirmative against each item. 
9.1.3
The Annual Internal Audit report – Section 4 of the Audit Return   The Chair also noted that, as expected from the Council’s liaison with the internal Auditor, the report at Section 4 of the Audit Return was entirely satisfactory.   
9.1.4
Risk Management – the way ahead    The Chair drew attention to the unexpected survey costs liability which had arisen during the year and proposed to form an informal group to further review financial risk for the future and the related issue of the level of reserves. Cllrs Sykes and Micklethwait volunteered to join him to conduct this review during the course of the current financial year (2009/10) and report back to the full Council for consideration in due course.  
9.2
Following the conclusion of all required discussion, the Chair turned to the proposals in the agenda as follows:-

9.2.1
Approval and signature of the Accounts as presented, was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.

9.2.2
Approval and signature of Section 1 of the Audit Return (Statement of Accounts) and the supporting analysis was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.

9.2.3
Approval and signature of Section 2 of the Audit Return (Governance Statement) with ‘yes’ against each item was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.

 ITEM 10 :     FINANCE – 2009/10 BUDGET – FIRST FORECAST OF OUTCOME
10.1
The Clerk/RFO noted that there were no items of expenditure outside the agreed Precept for the year and there were few hard variations in cost levels forecast – the overall overspend of £16.74 to be funded from General Contingency reserve.   However, two areas of potential overspend had been identified and the values declared under the  ‘Risk Assessment’.  The Chair also drew attention to the need to recognise that allowance for ring-fenced funds reduced the available reserves of £2400 by £870.  Approval of the budget was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.  
ITEM 11 :     KG PLAYING FIELDS MANAGEMENT – REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION
11.1
The Chair noted that Mr Chris Stock had now been made one of the two Chute Forest PC appointees and as such his position as Chair of the Management Committee had been regularised.  He had indicated that he wished to see a review of the constitution and, as he settled into the job, informal discussions had begun to jointly explore ways in which it could be strengthened. The Chair would report on progress in due course : in the meantime approval of the report and accounts for FY 2008/09 remained in abeyance.

 11.2
The Clerk noted that the validity of the joint Chute and Chute Forest Parish Council insurance policy, under which the KGPF Management Committee operated, was conditional inter-alia on satisfactory annual ROSPA reports.  As administrator of the policy he had therefore asked for copies of the last two such reports to hold with the policy – the Clerk/RFO to Chute Forest Parish Council and he had liaised on this..  
ITEM 12 :     POLICE AND NHW MATTERS
12.1
SPC John Wilding gave a general report, with emphasis on the issue raised at the previous meeting – with the following outcomes:-
12.1.1  Reporting Minor Crimes – use only the published telephone number 0845 408 7000 number. No mobile number could now be provided for any contact with the NPT.
12.1.2   Reporting Matters of Local Concern (not specific crimes) -  use the following e-mail address ludgershallruralnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk .   As above, no mobile telephone number can now be provided for any contact with the NPT.
12.1.3  Testing of e-mail messaging service  -  since there had been difficulties in obtaining communication via the NPT e-mail address above,  SPC Wilding kindly provided the Clerk with his personal e-address to use on a strictly limited basis until the NPT system had been demonstrated to have settled down.
12.1.4   NHW : Liaison and assistance  -  The last contact between Police and Parish Council, with the stated aim of encouraging/facilitating a possible re-launch of the NHW scheme had been between  PCSO Claire Davidson and the Clerk in November 2007.   The Clerk undertook to try to provide SPC Wilding  with the gist of this discussion to help him decide how best to take the matter forward.
ITEM 13 :     PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
E/09/0712/TCA Removal of Cherry Tree at rear of Valance Cottage, Upper Chute.   Given his declared interest as an immediate neighbour, the Chair withdrew for this Item.  Cllr Sykes was unanimously elected to preside in his absence.  The Clerk noted the planning officer’s advice that he had not found grounds to apply a TPO on either condition/anticipated life or , given its largely concealed location, environmental impact grounds.  A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all present.  The Chairman then returned to the meeting.
13.2
E/09/0732/TCA  felling of apple tree at 5 Tibbs Meadow, Upper Chute.  The Clerk noted the planning officer’s advice that the tree was not of sufficient quality/condition to merit protection by a TPO. A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.
13.3
The Clerk noted those, all of which had been passed without objection, which had been approved by W.C. since the last meeting.  
13.4
As a matter of information only,  the Chair noted that the owner of ‘New Barn at Upper Chute’ was in process of seeking planning permission for a new/replacement dwelling at this location and wished to have the opportunity of explaining the plans to the Council.  He had been advised that an on-site meeting would probably be appropriate as part of the consultation process and at that time the Council would no doubt be content to hear his explanation of the proposed building work.
ITEM 14 :   VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
14.1
The Chair noted that Martin Cook the Contract Area Highways Engineer had visited on 29th May, had brought a sample of the posts to be used and discussed matters such as the number and positioning: all seemed to be satisfactory. The Clerk advised that he had spoken to Mr Cook earlier and had been told that the contractors had the task and materials – it was hoped they would carry out the work shortly. 
ITEM 15 :  GRIT BINS & SATNAV MISDIRECTION ISSUES
15.1
Grit Bins  The Clerk advised that the Parish bids had been discussed on site (see above) and assurance given that these would be taken into account in the forthcoming review – the Council would be consulted later. 
15.2    Satnav misdirection of vehicles.   The Chair advised that Ms Diane Ware (W.C. Engineering Staff) had also paid an on-site visit on 29th May to discuss Parish concerns.  As anticipated, there are similar problems across the country and there is no immediate panacea. However, there is increasing liaison between Counties and she will now be promoting an exercise to quantify/define the problems which occur and, in the meantime, the Parish Council will encourage individuals to accumulate what evidence they can of actual incidents – the Clerk had put an item in the July issue of the Chronicle.
ITEM 16 :  TRO ON BYWAYS CHUTE 32/34/36 – CONVERSION TO PERMANENT STATUS
16.1
The position of the Parish Council in favour of conversion to a permanent TRO and its concern that the opportunity to achieve this against the statutory limitation on the duration of the current temporary order had been fully explained to W.C. Cllr Charles Howard ( see Item 8) so no further discussion was necessary.   ( Clerk’s note :See Item 3 -  there was no need for Cllr Sykes to leave the room on this matter since the corporate policy had already been established)
ITEM 17 :  CHUTE RESERVOIR
17.1
The Chair noted that the service had been completed without disruption and Wessex water had responded well to the complaint about gravel washed onto the highway from the access drive.  Action to improve the surface and avoid a repetition was now programmed subject to funding – the Clerk would continue to work with Wessex water on this.

ITEM 18 :  ALLOTMENTS – FORMAL ALLOCATION OF PLOT No.7
18.1
The Clerk read out some endorsements to the standard tenancy agreement which he had devised, particularly appropriate to this plot containing a greenhouse, and which set out limitations to the Council’s liability and advised tenants to ensure they have adequate insurance to cover at least 3rd party liability.  Implementation, and issue of the agreement for this plot, had been delayed pending WALC agreement that they were sound.  This had now been received and the Clerk would proceed accordingly.
ITEM 19 :  REMOVAL OF B.T. POLE AT CADLEY GREEN
19.1
The Chair reported that, after almost three years of effort by the Clerk, BT Openreach had at last removed the pole and installed underground cabling.  Applause and general cheering is recorded. NFA!!

ITEM 20 :   PROPOSED ‘TIBBS MEADOW’ RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
20.1
The Chair had nothing to report on this matter. 
ITEM 21 :    W.C. STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
21.1
The Chair noted that this document had been e-circulated and asked for comment.  There was none.

 ITEM 22 :    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
22.1
Development of Land opposite Providence Cottage, Cadley.  Cllr Harker drew attention to the extensive tree work/clearance which had taken place and, since this was on the Chute Forest PC side of the road asked if Chute PC would be consulted on any development of the site.  The Clerk confirmed that by longstanding arrangement this should be a joint consultation – he would however seek confirmation.
22.2
Parish Steward – Assessment of Work Done   The Clerk produced the latest report and asked for any criticism which he should reflect – there was none.
22.3
Community Cleansing Grant by W.C.  The Clerk noted receipt of a routine application for this grant and noted that, particularly since it might well fund some decent quality ‘litter pickers’ he intended to apply for the usual £50.   This was accepted.
22.4
The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 6th August 2009 and, there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.10.
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